











September 8, 1951

HARIJAN

bulk of the ponula.tion around them. Much of
the complexity of the language question in this
country would have been solved if each linguistic
group recognized this cold logic of facts — finan-
cial and political.

‘Each regional language has to be developed
and its literature enriched so as to enable it to
become a fit vehicle and rich store-house of
knowledge of all kinds — ancient and modern.
It is the duty of the regional government or gov-
ernments to help and encourage this deveolp-
ment and growth so far as a government can
help. This can be best done by building upon
the foundation of the existing form and voca-
bulary of the language and by embellishing it

- with whatever can be naturally and easily adopt-

ed and adapted from other sister languages. Any
purist attempt to exclude words, idioms, and
even grammatical constructions on the ground
that they were borrowed and did not originally
belong to the source from which the language
was derived is bound not only to fail but to
result in impoverishing the language instead of
enriching it.
Purism Condemned

Besides, we have to conserve our energy
to the utmost for devoting it to the urgent tasks
of the abolition of poverty and ignorance from
our country and can hardly spare any for a
wholly unnecessary, if not mischievous, purpose
like this. I do not see any Justlﬁcatmn for lin-
guistic purism, for language after all is but a
medium of communication and if a word symbol
-is well understood by the people there is no rea-
son why it should be thrown out on the simple
ground of its alien origin. Also the growth of the
language should be in a direction in which it
becomes more and more acceptable and intelligi-
ble to the vast masses of the linguistic region
concerned. Its themes, its style, its vocabulary
should be as near as possible to the life and the
tongue of the common people. I helieve that
language, like other institutions of society, would
benefit greatly by going to the bosom of the
demos.

Apart from the urgent need of developing
and enriching the regional language there is an-
other question which also demands ecareful con-
sideration. Ours is a multilingual country. We
must have a common language that would
enable the different linguistic regions to com-
municate with one another in matters of inter-
regional and national life. After full considera-
tion the Constituent Assembly provided in the
Constitution that that language shall be Hindi in
the Devanagri script, the form of numerals for
the official purposes of the Union being the in-
ternational form of Indian numerals. It was a
unanimous agreement and arrived at after due
accommodation of all the relevant interests.

I think there is no reason whatever why any
one in this country should feel that his or his
group's interests would be adversely affected by
this decision in any way. I do not think that I

need say more than that within the educational
system of each linguistic region there should be

‘arrangement for the teaching of the Union lan-

guage. It is necessary to emphasize this so that
those speaking languages other than Hindi may
not find themselves at a disadvantage in any
respect whatsoever. How and at what stage
instruction in Hindi can be fitted in with the
general scheme of education of non-Hindi regions
has to be worked out without delay and steps
taken to implement any plan that may be adopted
so that within the time allowed by the Constitu-
tion we may be able to do without the use of the
English language for official purpases of the
Union.

This State has three languages spoken by
the people in regions which are more or less
marked and had been making every earnest
effort to develop Urdu which I consider to be
only a style or form of what has been adopted
by our Constitution as the language of the
Union, though it has its own seript and distine-
tive vocabulary. J§ has thus the same problem
that our multi-lingual country as a whole has
to solve. But it has had the advantage of having
made headway with a language for the purposes
of the State which is distinct from the three re-
gional languages. We should conserve and derive
what benefit and lessons we can from the expe-
rience so gained and I feel that that may prove
of great value as giving us a foundation on which
to build. It is the duty and privilege of this
University to erect on that foundation an edifice

which will redound to its credit and to the great

benefit of our land. = ;

I thank you once again for your courtesy
and kindness in conferring on me the honorary
degree and I wish this University ever-mcreamng
success and prosperity.

Land Gifts Mission '

The Land Gifts Mission Committee, appoint-
ed by Shri Vinoba to carry out the objects of the
Land Gifts Mission, has started the work of dis-
tributing land among the landless people from
August 5, 1951. The Government and the people
are helping in the work of the Committee. The
Government by removing legal difficulties in the
work of land distribution and granting facilities
in effecting leases etc. have made the work of the
Committee easier.

Now the Committee will move from vlllage
to village to carry out the work of land distribu-
tion. It is estimaied that the expense per acre
will be Re 1. The Committee requests those
who appreciate this work to help it by rendering
financial help. The workers who had taken the
pledge at Mancherilal to carry on the work of
Bha-dan-yajna are requested to approach the
people and take as much help from th as
possible in this work.

Money contributions may kindly be sent Uo
Shri Keshavrao, ¢/o Shri B. Rama Klshanra i,
Education Minister, Barkatpura Hyderaba

(me Hindi) KR! :













